3rd January

Dear friends,

Looking back over the last letter I can see how God has been answering many prayers.  November was a busy month and many relationships with internationals have been growing and deepening. 

Visa finished in mid December. Through it the new Christians, B and S, have really grown in their faith, and others have come along fairly regularly. Do thank God for this. Quite a number will continue next term into ‘Visa Plus’, which will continue to look at the basics of Christianity but using Bible Studies rather than talks as the main input. Please pray for Annie as she leads that.  I will be starting a new ‘Visa Course’ on 16th January – so I’m making plans for that now. Please pray for the right guests on both courses and for the Holy Spirit to help them to understand and respond to the gospel. Praise God for provision of discussion group leaders.

The International Choir was great fun. Our final count was about 25, with singers from Korea, Japan, Norway, Czech, Nigeria and USA among others! We enjoyed singing together, learning ‘O Come all ye faithful’ in French, Spanish, Yoruba and Korean! The choir performed well in the Carol service, to which a great number of internationals came. A real answer to prayer!  Bartow spoke of ‘God’s whispered message’ that we need to hear at Christmas. Following the enthusiasm of the choir members we are looking into continuing choir next term, as long it can be a tool for building friendship and a place where the members can hear snatches of the gospel.  Do pray for wisdom as we think about this option. 

I have had a really encouraging time with S in our Bible study times together. She has been able to witness to how God speaks to her through the Bible in a relevant way and I have been encouraged at how she has been aware of opportunities to talk about her faith with her language school friends. Praise God!  S is going back to Korea in mid February - do pray that in the next few weeks her trust and dependence on God would deepen and she would be ready for going back home and living for Christ there. 

J from Burma is now in London. We had a goodbye party for her, which was great fun. It was amazing to see the simple delight of giving balloons to someone – perhaps she’d never had any of her own before!  Annie and I gave her a gospel and she expressed some interest in continuing to read it. We would love her to be in touch with Christians often while she is in London, and a relative of her’s who is a Christian. 
L from Czech bought her own Bible a few weeks ago, and seems to have been reading it a little on her own, which is exciting! My prayer for her is that what she knows in her head will be very real in her heart; that as she reads the Bible she will know God speaking to her and asking her to follow him. 

On Mondays Annie and I go into a small Christian language school where we have the chance to take a Bible discussion. Please pray that we would know how best to use this exciting opportunity – we do feel a bit frustrated at the low interest at the moment – so pray for the students to show more interest and for Annie and I to know the best way forward.   

Other highlights of the last two months have included baking mince pies with N from Turkey, eating a Japanese meal in the home of J and Y from Japan, and celebrating New Year with this couple and two others. There have been so many chances to build relationships this term. Please pray that I would have the wisdom to develop these in the right way, and particularly to have the boldness to share the gospel because Jesus is truly the best present we could ever share.  This is something I felt quite deeply during my time at home over Christmas. I had a good restful time and it was great to be together with my family for more than a week. I do hope that you have had an encouraging Christmas and New Year time. 

One final area I would value your prayers for are as I consider staying on with Kairos and Friend’s International in Cambridge in the coming year – for godly and wise decisions to be made by everyone involved in thinking this through.  

Thank you for partnering with me; your prayers make a difference for we pray to a God who cares for people and loves to involve us in bringing his will about! 

With love in Jesus,

Jenny (  

