[image: image1.emf] 

Reaching Internationals   in Cambridge   June  –  September 2009  


Dear friends and supporters,
Its been a busy summer and I’ve not kept you in touch with what has been going on, for which I’m sorry. I thank you for praying for the work, none-the-less.  I hope this update informs you, encourages you and keeps you praying for the work here. Your contribution to this work is so important.  

The following passage from 2 Corinthians has been much in my mind recently, as I think about my role in Cambridge.  Pray for me that I am motivated correctly and am faithful as Christ’s ambassador. 

The love of Christ compels us, for we are convinced that one died for all and therefore all died. And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him tho died for them and was raised again…

…that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting mens sins against them, and he has appointed to use the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors…

…We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Apart from bringing a group from the Visa course up to Sheffield for a weekend, since June I’ve mainly been engrossed with Cambridge International Outreach (CIO); whose joint aims are to see the gospel shared amongst the nations as they come to study English in Cambridge over the summer and to equip and excite Christians to befriend internationals and be able to share the good news clearly. Over 100 Christians joined one of 3 teams for between 2 and 7 weeks.  Many things during that time excited me: 

· the involvement of the various Cambridge churches as they supported the outreach in various ways. 

· the regularity with which some guests came to the nightly cafes – several came very often to the evangelistic Bible studies and the Visa course to learn more about Jesus.

· the number of people from muslim backgrounds coming to the events – how wonderful they had a chance to meet genuine Christians and have some of their worries about Christianity taken away –  a first step in getting them to know about Jesus. Some took Bibles away to read!

· several individuals whose spiritual thirst grew, including one Italian girl who returned home seeking to find a good church so that she can grow in her relationship with God, her heavenly Father. 

· team members enthused about how they can continue sharing the gospel in their friendships back at home, at university or at work, and particularly how then can help international students and encourage others to do the same. 

Praise God for these things and pray they’d continue.  Pray for me as I keep evaluating the summer.

A new year brings with it new opportunities.

Already some new things have begun: the new ‘reach volunteers’ – with us for a year, have arrived. I’ll be supervising Hannah this year, as well as Fi who is continuing for another year.  

New students are beginning to arrive at the universities and language schools – so there will be plenty of welcome activities to keep us busy.

Following on from the summer, I have an opportunity to read the Bible together with a lady from Hong Kong.  She is married to an Englishman and has been in the UK a short while, but finds life hard because she is still without a job or many friends. 

My Slovakian friend is staying on in Cambridge – now starting to study at Anglia Ruskin University, so I’m glad I’ll still be able to meet up with her.  She seems very closed to the gospel but also fragile; every now and then something in her shows that she does take note of what Christians say and how they behave around her. 

The Visa course will start again on 6th October and will run for 8 weeks. Thank God for one Chinese lady who has already signed up for it; however there is space for many more to join.  

I will be joined at my church by one of the Reach Volunteers – I’m looking forward to have someone else to bounce ideas off.  We hope that with another year the international work develops and has more direction as well as wider involvement.  We’re soon to have a page on the church website!! 

Keeping in touch with those who’ve gone back can be hard. As my timetable was so different in the summer it was difficult to contact my Japanese and Korean friends who returned in May. However I have been able to make contact since September, so I hope that our friendship will continue and through that they’ll keep learning about Jesus and how he deserves to be in every part of our lives. 

Another girl who is about to go back home is from Iran. The first evening I met her, having sensed no spiritual interest at all, so asked me if she would be allowed to go to a church (she’s from a muslim background). There was an adult baptism service at my church that weekend, and as she came along she was really captivated by the joy of the occasion. Since then she has taken many opportunities to learn about Jesus, but is very aware that it could be dangerous for her to do this. She could get in trouble in her country.  She hopes she can return to UK – it is Visa dependant – because she wants to keep learning about Jesus! 

The Barn and Harry’s are two of the cafes I help out with. One desire for this term is to see real friendships developing in the cafes and beyond, where conversations can naturally be Christ-centred, and that guests would be attracted to the bible studies and would love to learn about Jesus. 

Thank you for praying with me.

With love in Christ Jesus,

Jenny 
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