News from Jenny, Reaching Internationals in Cambridge

October – November 2009

One Sunday after the evening service I noticed a pair of girls sitting in a pew away from everyone else.  I had seen them pick up the Bibles and start reading at the beginning before getting a cup of tea, so summing up courage to speak to yet more new people, I went to say hello to them.  Almost the first thing they said to me was ‘we’re Turkish.  We’re muslim’.  They had heard music from the church and seen something going on so had just wandered in.  It was their first time in a church and they were really surprised at the atmosphere they found. A lovely conversation followed where I was able to share what happens in the evening service.  They were both eager to talk more.  I’ve since met up with Duygu in the café where she and Safiye work most Sundays, and I hope that I’ll be able to meet up with them again soon.  I left church that evening feeling so glad that I’d obeyed God’s call to speak to strangers – so be encouraged by this that it really is worth making the effort to drag ourselves away from our comfortable conversations with our friends and to offer ourselves in friendship to visitors and onlookers.  It is only a tiny picture of how God gave himself to us, but it can mean such a lot to the alien in our midst and may start to point them to Jesus!  
I’ve had some great times studying Mark’s gospel together with Rebecca from Hong Kong.  Considering we have so little in common, we have had a remarkable time getting to know one another, enjoying the cakes and biscuits she makes (and on one occasion mushroom and papaya soup!!), laughing and thinking about life and reading about Jesus. Rebecca is amazed by Jesus – especially by his ability to heal people as well as by some of the challenging things he said: ‘if anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me’. ‘I could never do that’ she told me – but at the moment she only has a hazy idea of the wonder of knowing and following Jesus. It doesn’t make sense to suffer for Jesus if you don’t know his grace and love and gift of eternal life. At the moment we’re not meeting because she’s got exams coming up – please pray in this time that she will have a growing sense of need and hunger for relationship, and would see that it is Jesus who satisfies and none other. Please pray that this Christmas she’d understand why Jesus is the greatest gift of all! 
A few weeks ago we said goodbye to Immaculate from Uganda who has been helping us for 10 months. She has been a real treasure in the Kairos team and while she has learnt so much being here, we have also learnt from her.  We will certainly miss her – her laugh, her deep concern for people, her freshness in not being caught up in Western lifestyle, her faith in God.  We pray that as she is back home she’d share with others what she’s learnt and her friends and family would glorify God. We pray she finds work and is able to keep serving others and pointing them to Jesus.

The Barn has had some new team members, and the prayer time preceding the café is being much better attended; we have been particularly encouraged week by week to see answers to specific prayers! We know that God is at work at the Barn. One Indian student who had not been coming for a few weeks, having been a very regular attendee, has started to come again.  We have less East Asian visitors at the moment, and this has seemed to correspond with a dip in numbers at the Bible discussion, but recently some Europeans have attended the study, which has been encouraging. Do pray that we will know the best way to make the Bible accessible and relevant to our guests – particularly to those with ‘secular’ or ‘post-Christian’ mindsets. One girl to pray for from the Barn especially is Monika, who is having a baby (or may have had one when you get this). She will be a single mum, and it is still not clear where she will live. She has been attending an alpha course at a local church as well as a Bible study for believers and more serious seekers at the Barn, and we hope she’ll continue to want to know God better, as well as be supported by people at church and us at the Barn. 
Christmas, as ever, is a great chance to celebrate, to have parties with internationals, and to share with them why we are celebrating! The Barn Christmas party is on Thursday 3rd – David Binns is speaking.  Harry’s has a Christmas meal on Friday 4th – members of the international choir will be singing at this, as well as enjoying the meal. The international Christmas service is on 6th December. Please pray that this will be well attended, especially by language students who see invites in their schools or are encouraged to attend through Christian language teachers and host families. Pray for Dave Morris who will be helping us to consider what is valuable about Christmas.

Please also pray that the choir (now over 20 as we’d prayed about) will sing well and that friendships might continue beyond the service. 

Plans for Cambridge International Outreach 2010 keep moving on. I went to a meeting earlier this month with those involved with UK based international summer outreach missions, which helped me keep engaged with issues for planning the next outreach. Do pray that I’d be able to make headway on recruiting leaders this coming month.  
J was a man from China who came to study here for one year. While here he heard and understood the gospel, but it never seemed to touch his heart. However, praise God that he works without borders – for we have heard in the last few months from J, that he has been attending church and worship service, and he himself is thankful to God for making this possible. Do pray for J to mature in his faith and especially that his wife, T, will also join him in making Jesus Lord and Saviour in her life. 

Other things that have kept me busy – I completed (and passed) a three day first aid course. I continue to meet up with Kamila and to supervise Hannah and Fi. I’m trying to plan with Angelica, another Cambridge Kairos worker, the Barn holiday to Cornwall. We need to make some important decisions about that very soon, particularly about who should join us as team members – so please pray for that. 
eXist is a group that we’ve tried to get going for international students who are studying here before going to university, e.g. doing A-levels, or Access of Foundation courses.  It has taken a while to get up and running, and it is still in its early days. The vision is for international Christians in this life-stage to learn to be faithful in their faith, and that they’ll grow in the faith – both in love, and grace, witness and understanding.  Please pray for wisdom for us as we try to work out what direction God wants to take this in – that we’d be good at listening and obedient in following. 
Coming up:

3rd December – Barn Christmas party, with a talk

4th December – Harry’s Christmas party, with a talk

6th December – International Christmas guest service

Decisions about the Cornwall holiday with Angelica

Time at home over Christmas – looking forward for time to rest!

6-8 January – giving some seminars at the Cambridge Christian Union houseparty about reading the Bible one to one with others.

8 – 12 January – Friends International staff conference – time to listen, learn, be stimulated in my thinking, hear what God is doing in other cities, be refreshed and encourage others. 

26th January – start of the next Visa course, run by Annemarie, Fi and Laura
End of January, early February – planned trip to Czech republic to catch up with contacts there again. 

I hope that you have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy celebrating the great gift of Jesus and sharing that with others!

With love, and thanks for your prayers and support in different ways,

Jenny 

  “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20-21







