AZUR CLINIC  -  UPDATE February 2010
There have been enormous changes since our visit in 2006.  I am corresponding with the new administrator, Albert Kisembo.  He has sent a very full description of progress at the clinic.
Dr Baltazar is the Medical Officer in charge and there are two other clinical officers, Moses Asumbusa and Sylvia Atuhairwe.  In addition they have 2 general nurses,10 nursing assistants, 4 midwives, 2 laboratory technicians and other support staff including 2 more nurses.  This is a tremendous increase in personnel, so they are able to treat on average 40 outpatients a day, and run a General Ward for inpatients with designated wings for children and women.  The Maternity Ward (in its own building) functions well with around 100 babies born there each month, delivered free of charge.  However, the staff are still waiting patiently for the clinic’s promotion to hospital status, in spite of winning an award as best provider of health care in the district.  Their prize was a solar system which is now installed in the Surgical Wing.
One drawback is that the operating theatre at the moment houses the Male Ward.  Although the building is equipped for surgery there is no surgeon or bloodbank.  Please pray that with help from Christ Church and other donors the theatre can be used, as intended, for operations.
The clinic also runs an Outreach Programme, sending nurses to provide health education in the communities around Hoima, including Antenatal Services, Reproductive Health and immunisation against measles and polio.
There is a chapel in the hospital with a chaplain always available and there are daily services at 8am for both staff and patients.  To quote Albert: “We can’t forget as a Christian founded health centre that, apart from physical healing , there is a need for spiritual healing among our people.  We have a fellowship gathering every Wednesday for Bible sharing, giving testimonies, praise and worship in the chapel”.
Thank God for all the work achieved at Azur and for the dedication and skill of all the staff.

Pamela Sandford

World Mission Team
On the following pages are some recent photos of the clinic and its work
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Former Administrator Joseph Aliguma, interacting with a patient on the ward who had been admitted at Azur Christian Health Centre.
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Former Administrator Joseph Aliguma with some of the visiting medical team from the regional referral hospital reviewing some patients at Azur Christian Health Centre, standing next to Joseph is Dr.Baltazar Nyongozi.
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The Clinic and how it has grown. Glory be to God.
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Our only Ambulance which has served for more than 5years is now parked at the Health Centre having got a mechanical breakdown in the engine for almost four months now.  But the LORD will provide because He cares always.
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In photo is Mr.Nsabimana Roziya who lost his wife by the names of Tumusiime Kevina, who passed away while on admission on medication at AZUR CHC. The husband tried his level best and cleared the medical bill but unfortunately, he couldn’t afford to raise the money to hire the vehicle so as to enable him transport the body of the deceased back to their home for burial. Due to the problem of lacking an ambulance which is functional, the Health Centre met the transportation costs and hired a vehicle for him.
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As in the photo above, the husband, Nsabimana Roziya, is sitting in the car that was hired by the Health Centre and holds the body of the deceased wrapped in a blanket.  He is being assisted by two good Samaritans to put the body in the car that was hired. May her soul rest in Eternal Peace. “Its God who gives and at the same time who takes away”
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Nurses carrying out Immunisation exercise for the babies at Azur CHC, in the photo is a mother putting her baby on a weighing scale to confirm her baby’s weight before immunising her. 
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KISEMBO ALBERT. The Administrator.







