Jenny Hunter – Reaching Internationals in Cambridge. December 2009 – February 2010
Christmas

The international choir brought together singers, experienced and complete novice, from Korea, Norway, Denmark, China, Japan and Romania, amongst others! It was fun singing together. Since it was rather a motley selection of people, all doing different things in Cambridge, it is hard to know how to keep in touch with everyone – we’d love them to be linked in with the on-going cafes etc, so wisdom would be appreciated for that. 
Staff conference

In January I had a week together with other staff workers. The focus of our time was thinking how we can disciple international Christians (especially those who come to faith while in UK) so that as they return home they are ready to stand firm, in God’s strength, and that they may continue to grow and through them God’s kingdom may be enlarged and God glorified!! It was also a time of refreshment, encouragement and igloo building (during the free time!).
Visit to The Czech Republic and Hungary
Purpose of visit:

* to meet up with girls I had got to know in Cambridge




- to renew friendships




- to encourage them to grow in their faith or to seek God




* to meet Christians and find out how we can prepare Czech Christians to go home and to thrive in 


their faith and be a bright light for the gospel.
Evaluation: I had a really great time visiting Czech Republic and Hungary. More than that, I had a great time visiting the various individuals I’d hoped to see. I thank God that all the arrangements came together, and in his way, rather than mine. That included some surprises and changes in schedule, but that was no bad thing! So much of what happened was answer to prayer – thank you for praying!!

It was a real encouragement to visit L and the small church she attends.  We spent and afternoon chatting and going for a walk with various members of the church, including visiting the now frozen lake where a couple of people were baptized in the summer, at the same time that L became an official member of the church. I was encouraged to see L thinking various things through and helping out with children’s work on Fridays. She is planning to study at university next year which will be a really positive step for her. 

My time in North East Czech was spent mainly with a group of girls who had been in Cambridge a couple of summers ago. I had an interesting conversation with M and I do hope that she will think through some of the things we talked about, and will start to read the Bible for herself. Z, who I stayed with, seemed quite down, but reminded me that one of the ways of showing love is by spending time, even if it doesn’t feel ‘quality’ time. 
I went on a snowboarding trip with Vojta, who volunteered with us in Cambridge, a couple of other Czech friends and some American’s from Vojta’s church. The snowboarding was very very hard!! But I’m glad I had a go – and out of it God enabled me to have a really good chat with a friend called M, who opened up to me in several new ways. 

During my time in Czech I also met with other Christians and listened to what they had to say about being a Christian in Czech and some of the challenges that returning Christians may face. This was very helpful and I now feel more aware of what we need to prepare people for, even though I’m not sure yet how to do that. 

In Hungary I stayed with my friend B and her large family (she is one of 15 children!!). It was a time to renew friendship and to encourage B to keep letting God shape her thinking – she is from a strong Catholic background and her faith is important to her, though I would love her to start reading the Bible much more for herself. 

Some useful things I picked up about Czech Republic

Czechs, both Christian and non-Christian are quick to call Czech ‘the most atheistic country’

Many Czech churches are small and can be inward looking, with resources spent to keep music and youth groups going, and less on evangelism. ‘One thing both Christians and non Christians really dislike in Czech: evangelism’. 

A growing interest in ‘spirituality’ evidenced by interest in eastern religions, tarot cards… but this interest seems to by-step Christianity.
A different university culture where it’s not usual to make a social life in the university – most students return home at the weekends, or even live at home.
A deep scepticism about institutions 

Almost half of the girls I met had names beginning with M!! 

CIO

Preparations for CIO are very much part of my daily work now. We are currently in need of more leaders, so please keep praying about that. 
An exciting development is that there will be a special group during one team dedicated to helping reach out to muslim background students. My colleague Angelica will be heading this up. Pray for wisdom as plans come together. 

At this stage there are many practicalities that need to get organised – do pray that I’ll be faithful in overseeing all of these things.

HT

At church we have considerably fewer internationals joining activities than in the last year. Laura and I have tried to change our programme so we can encourage more people to attend. Please pray for wisdom as we do that, and perseverance where needed. 

The cafes and the Visa course
The cafes have seen some regular attendance, including at the Bible studies, which has been en encouragement. We have also had some busy evenings too and hope that the new contacts would keep coming back. 

The Visa course is being attended by about 9 internationals. K from Japan told me recently that he is really enjoying learning about Jesus and about Christianity!

Various trips away are coming up. These are always good times to deepen friendships and to study the Bible together. The visa group will go to Sheffield from 26-28th February. In March Harry’s will go to Sheringham and a group from the Barn and iCafe will go to Cornwall for a week just before Easter. 
Pre-Uni group

We decided to stop eXist – the group for pre-university, 6th form college internationals. This is disappointing, but we hope that in time we are able to pinpoint the right way of supporting and reaching out to this group of students. 
Individuals
I will start to meet again with R from March – pray that we will get back into a routine and that her Bible reading would give her challenging as well as exciting things to think about. 

M and her baby are doing OK, but because her new accommodation (for which we praise God) is far from the Barn and her church, she is not making it along to very much. Should I ask her if she’d like to do Bible studies with me?

I have not seen K much at all recently – please pray that we’ll have some time together soon and that I know if there is anything new I need to do in our friendship. 

Finance

As you may be aware, I am no longer working for the Kairos Trust – this is not because of a problem, but because the Kairos Trust, on Jan 1st, merged fully with Friends International. 

Because of that, those of you who also support me by giving financially, should now be giving to Friends International rather than to the Kairos Trust. In case you’ve not managed to make that switch yet, I’ve attached a form for you. It has been exciting to see how many of you have been able to give and support the work in this way.  To keep you up to date with my financial needs, last year I was £3500 down on the support I am encouraged to raise – so if you have not yet been able to give financially, is that something you might consider doing this year? In any case, if you want to know more about these needs, do get in touch. 
Twitter
If you are a Twitter fan, you can keep up to date with how to pray for Friends International – you can go here to sign up for their tweets: http://twitter.com/friendsint
Thank you so much for your support! 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
With love from Jenny!

kobarunga@hotmail.com, 07817 117883, 01223 720169
61 Hemingford Road, Cambridge, CB1 3BY
