1 Corinthians (4): 2:6-3:4 The Mind of Christ

Paul develops the theme of true wisdom and explains how God reveals Himself to us.

Setting the Scene

In 1:18-2:5 we saw how the cross must be central to all we do as a church as it is central to God’s plans and how the simple message of the cross does not require great human wisdom to be understood.  Wisdom was important to the Corinthians; the Jews in the young Corinthian church valued their study of God; the Greeks, logic and rational thought.  We saw that the message of the Gospel was far from wise in their eyes: the fact that God was crucified is an anathema to the God-fearing Jews, the fact that God sent his son to die for his created people is foolishness to the rational Greeks.  Paul’s preaching had not been in eloquence but in the simple proclamation of the cross – this is where true salvation power lies.

True Wisdom Revealed


2:6-9

Whilst Paul is not interested in what is regarded as wisdom from a human perspective he is interested in true wisdom from God.  Chapter 1 and verse 30 gives us the definition of true wisdom:  “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”  When Paul talks about us having wisdom it is not about having a scholarly intellect which will set a person superior to another, rather it is about knowing Christ and what He has done for us – understanding the redemption we have and what it means to be holy and righteous – and through that, knowing God Himself.  This full wisdom that Paul talks of is one that only God can reveal.  This wisdom had been secret but now, with the coming of Christ, it has been revealed for everyone but not everyone can see it.  As Christians we are expected to be wise but it must be a wisdom based on our relationship with Jesus Christ and not one based on human intellect alone.

Knowing God




2:10-16

Verse 10 explains the key difference between this wisdom that we should seek and the human wisdom that is suspect.  This true wisdom is revealed by God through His Holy Spirit.

· True wisdom is knowledge of God through Jesus Christ.  (1:30)

· The only person who can understand God is the Spirit of God himself.  (2:11)

· Thus the only way we can know this wisdom is by God’s Spirit revealing it to us.  (2:12)

· We will only be able to hear what the Spirit says if we are, ourselves, spiritual people, open to God’s Spirit.  (This is the meaning of “spiritual man” which is set in contrast to “the man without the Spirit”).  (2:14-15)

· It is this understanding of how God reveals himself that allows Paul to say that what he teaches comes from God and not from human wisdom (v13) and that he has the Mind of Christ.  (v16)

“The Mind of Christ”



2:16

a)  Who may have “The Mind of Christ”?

Anyone who is willing to come openly before God and seek Him, not relying on their human wisdom, strength and abilities but humbly seeking God, knowing that we are all equal before Him and all equally in need of Him and his saving Grace.

b)  What is “The Mind of Christ”?

Knowing enough of God and His ways, from what the Holy Spirit has revealed, that we can see things from Christ’s perspective.  Through His Spirit we are privileged to know His views, His feelings and His temperament.  We are aligned to Christ and need to live accordingly – what a privilege but what a responsibility.  John Stott said that the Christian’s purpose is this, “God wants his people to become like Christ.  Christlikeness is the will of God for the people of God”.

Too Young To Learn



3:1-4

Having taken his readers up to the heights, thinking about a life so in tune with God and open to His Spirit that we have the mind of Christ, Paul immediately brings us and the Corinthians down with a bump and he pulls no punches.  Whilst still acknowledging them as Spirit-filled Christians, Paul says this knowledge of God is not available to them at the moment.  They are infants in Christ, still spiritual babies who can only take milk and not the solid food of the mature.  This was a reasonable state to be in when they first heard the basic message of salvation through the cross but not so now after several years.  So what has gone wrong?

Paul identifies this as the issue he first raised in 1:12, the divisions in the church.  Divisions not around truth and doctrine but around personalities - the church is reflecting the culture of its age with allegiances to different parties.  We do not know specifically what the divisions in Corinth were about but in our day it could, for instance, be those who believe that only the beautiful crafted words of the King James Bible and Prayer Book are fit for worshiping God against others who believe that only the most contemporary of language is appropriate.  Or, possibly, disagreements over styles of worship or worship services at different times of the day.  A view of the world that says my interests and my opinions are more important than those of my brothers and sisters in the church and than our united mission to serve God.  The Corinthians had not understood that the way of fellowship, of what being a church is all about, is being united, one body, all seeking God and Him alone.

In summary

Paul has laid out a very inviting picture of wisdom and knowledge of God that is freely available to the church, to all those who would come to God in humility and wanting to learn from Him, having put aside the behaviours and attitudes of this world.  But he has put a sting in the tail, warning us that our ability to move forward to this “solid food” is put in huge jeopardy by quarrelling, jealousy and partisanship in our dealings with each other.  If any church is to move forward with God then its members must put aside all such behaviour and attitudes and come before God in humility and penitence to be united as one body to serve Him.  With the Mind of Christ, united and focussed on Jesus and his cross, putting aside our personal preferences and other worldly attitudes – what great things we can do together for God.

**************************************************

1.
What is the difference between human wisdom and the wisdom revealed by God?  (1:30-2:9)

2.
“Wisdom” harnessed wholly to personal ambition can denigrate into a self-defeating, illusory cleverness.  How often does this characterise the outlook of those who have power in the world?  (1:20-21, 2:7-8)

3.
If human discovery is largely a matter of work and achievement while divine revelation comes as a gift, how may we acquire divine wisdom?  (2:10-16)

4.
Sometimes we use the term “spiritual” to describe people in a very general manner.  How does Paul connect “spirituality” very specifically to wisdom and the mind of Christ?  (2:10-16)

5.
In what circumstances do you find your daily lifestyle can contradict and undermine your identity as a Christian who has received the Holy Spirit and what can be the consequences?  (3:1-4)

6.
How will having the mind of Christ impact our everyday lives and our interactions with others both inside and outside the church?  (2:6-3:4)

7.
For personal reflection:  What do I need to change in my attitude to others and to God so that I may become Christlike?

