Introduction to 1 Corinthians
Paul arrived in Corinth in early 50AD, having come from Athens which had become a rather sleepy city with a now rather mediocre university whose standards had fallen from its glorious past. Paul confesses himself rather bewildered at first (1 Cor 2.3) because he found in Corinth:
· A prosperous, bustling city which was an international trade centre: it held a favoured position between North/South Greece; also harbour both sides (Cenchreae to East/Adriatic, Lechaeum to West): at its narrowest the land was only 9kms wide – traders preferred to take goods overland to sailing round the dangerous coast of South Greece (larger ships unloaded, smaller ones went on on rollers) – the charges added to the wealth of Corinth 
· A very substantial tourist trade – Corinth held the Isthmian Games every 2 yrs (2nd only to Olympic Games in importance)
· A vibrant business culture, manufacturing, entrepreneurship, self-promotion, self-made-person-escapes-humble-origins syndrome
· A special link to Rome – following an earlier destruction, it was resettled as a Roman colony: multicultural, welcomed immigrants
· Corinth was a place where things happened, people climbed socially, got rich & got on: there was drive, initiative, a consumer-oriented culture; the rhetoric of public speakers like media pundits proclaimed new rising stars. It was rather like a culture where the audience decides the winners, valuing & promoting those who embraced its own values.
Into this centre with its self-centred culture of ambition & love of success came Paul announcing the Christian message. Various challenges inevitably arose: 4 areas of tension and challenge were highlighted:
· The message of a humiliated & crucified God was an affront to the outlook that emphasized success & prosperity
· The message of the gospel subverted the value system of the vast majority of Corinthians – their values did not change automatically if they became Christians
· Paul not come as a singing, dancing purveyor of success; he was not interested in telling people what they fancied hearing; he came in weakness, without gimmicks, self-promotion or the back up of spin doctors: he did not not come as a professional speaker/professor but earned his own living as an artisan
· Paul had to explain that the gospel was not interested in cleverness but in wisdom, it did not take advantage of others but was concerned for them & valued them; its focus on love & the desire to build others up was against the prevailing culture
These are just some of the big themes Paul finds he needs to address when he comes to write 1 Corinthians.
The account of his first visit to Corinth is found in Acts 18. He followed his normal practice & began by going to a local synagogue. In due course he moved to a different base. Gradually the Christian church grew – with a mixture of Jewish and Gentile converts – and became established.
 

After 18 months in Corinth Paul moved on to Ephesus where he stayed for a couple of years. Towards the end of that time his colleague Apollos visited Corinth and came back with news of the church there. In addition, Paul had 2 other sources of information: one came from some members of Chloe's people (Chloe was probably a Christian in Ephesus); the other came through a letter sent from the church in Corinth to Paul with a number of questions – these ranged from personal ethics (particularly concerning marriage), through interfaith issues (questions about food that had been offered as a sacrifice to idols) to matters of worship (the use and significance of various spiritual gifts). Paul writes 1 Corinthians to answer their questions but also with great concern arising from some of the news about the church that he has received. 
1.1-9 Setting the Scene
1 From: Paul (& his colleague Sosthenes)
As an apostle Paul is called by God, not self-appointed. The emphasis is not on his authority but on his role, a spokesman who is to point from himself to Christ, (to provide an uninterrupted view of Christ, as someone has put it) 
2-3 To: The Church in Corinth
The letter is to the Corinthian church not to individual Christians: the local Corinthian Christians are not self-sufficient, they belong to one another; Paul consistently attacks undue individualism: goodness & Christ-likeness occurs and develops mainly within the community – only more exceptionally do we hear about Christians as lone individuals 
The Christians are sanctified in Christ Jesus & called to be holy: they are already holy – holiness is something received (from God) not achieved (by human effort): they are to become holy – the church is a school for sinners not a museum for saints. They are to become in practice what they already are in reality
Together with all those everywhere: The Corinthian church belongs to the wider Christian community as well. Beware isolationism both on the part of the individual and on the part of an isolated congregation. A local Christian community is not self-sufficient, it belongs to the wider Christian Community. Neither individual not congregation is the only pebble on the beach. It is not our church but God's and we are not to think and live without regard to the traditions/practices of other Christians in other places – we sit loose to them at our peril. That does not mean we always agree with all other Christians but it does mean that we have a responsibility to take others' views/needs into deep consideration with love/concern for them. We are to be concerned for the 'truth' but if that comes without love/concern for others it is not Christian truth.
grace & peace (which come from God Himself) are more significant than any gifts/experiences 
4-9 Paul's Prayer 
Thanks: Paul is aware that there are plenty of problems (& he goes on to tackle them) but his overriding emphasis at the start is his thanks for them – including thanks for the gifts that cause him most problems
The Christian basis for this thanks is God's limitless love for the Corinthian Christians
Confidence: that God will see them safely through to the end: his confidence is because of God not themselves. 
******************************************************
1. 'The message of a humiliated & crucified God was an affront to the outlook that emphasized success & prosperity': when so many assume that 'success' should be the goal in life, how do we resist presenting the Christian message as one of success in human terms?
2. There may be a big gap between someone becoming a Christian and learning to think as a Christian: what are the most important things that you think help people to think more 'Christianly'?
3. What do you look for in a Christian leader? In an age of spin where there is much emphasis on personality, how far should we expect/encourage our Christian leaders to aspire to the same kind of approach?
4. How do you understand the relationship between the truth of the gospel and love and concern for other Christians who see things differently?
5. 'I would rather do my own thing than meet with other Christians'. What would you say to a friend who said this to you?
6. Does it matter if Christ Church contains various more or less independent groups? If it doesn't, why not? If it does, what should we do about it?
7. How far should Christ Church be concerned to do its own thing and how far should it think and act in partnership: a) with the Diocese and the wider Anglican church
b) with churches of other denominations
8. Think of those Christians with whom you find it most difficult to get on. How easy do you find it to give thanks for them? What can help us do this?
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