1 Corinthians (5): 3:5-4:5 Church and Ministry (1)

Paul describes the relationships between God, God’s workers and the church and how they impact on ministry of church growth.

God’s fellow workers – 3:5-9

At the end of the section Paul reveals his key though, that he and Apollos are fellow workers with God.  Paul uses the metaphor of the church as a field, the plants being the people in the church.

God has given Paul and Apollos different tasks (v5), both are serving God and both have helped people in the Corinthian church to come to believe.  Paul’s task has been to plant the seed and Apollos’s task to water it.  The image is of a field, Paul sowing seed and then Apollos watering it.  In planting the seed Paul is referring to preaching the gospel message – explaining the fundamental facts about Jesus’s death for our sins, His resurrection and the opportunity for salvation through faith – the message that leads people to become Christians.  In watering Paul is describing Apollos teaching individuals and groups, helping them to grow in their faith.  The seeds sown by Paul become the plants that form the church, and the watering provided by Apollos helps the plants to grow.

At the end of verse 6 and through verse 7, Paul describes how it is God who changes people.  God makes the plants grow, the sower and waterer help but it is God who creates growth, God who changes people’s hearts.  God is far more important than Paul or Apollos.

God’s fellow workers have the same purpose as God (v8) and will be rewarded by God for their work in their appointed tasks.

Building God’s Church 3:9b-15

At the very end of verse 9 Paul signals that he is changing the metaphor, he is now thinking of the church as a building.

It is a similar message to the field metaphor, now (v10,11) Paul describes his preaching of the gospel as laying foundations and others, presumably Apollos, are building on them.  The foundation is Jesus Christ (v11), the gospel message, the truth of salvation.

In verse 12 Paul distinguished between the quality of further construction.  He lists material of high quality gold, silver and precious stones (material used on temples) representing really good teaching of Christian doctrine and life.  Wood, hay and straw were materials use on ordinary domestic buildings, they represents ordinary teaching, perhaps insipid teaching.  Paul recognises there will be a range of quality of teaching.

On the day of judgment (v13) the truth will be revealed and we will all really understand and be able to tell the good teaching from the poor.  Good teaching will be rewarded by God (v14,15), teachers of poor teaching will still be saved themselves, but will feel loss – the loss of realising they have not served God as well as they might.

God’s Church 3:16-17

Paul continues with the concept of the building and views it as a temple.

In verse 16 the greek text is plural, so God is saying that the church in Corinth (all the members together) is God’s temple.  This is the case, or is demonstrated because they have the Holy Spirit within them.  The step beyond a Christian teaching poor doctrine is false teaching, where untruth is being taught, this destroys the church.  As a just and holy God, He has to destroy someone who destroys His work.

Paul is very clear that the church in Corinth is God’s church.

An Attitude of Relying on God 3:18-23

Now Paul considers the attitudes needed by the people in the church in order to grow in faith.

In verse 18 and19 Paul forcefully makes the point that worldly wisdom is different to God’s wisdom and people who are wise need to be humble to be able to learn about God.

Paul urges the Corinthians not to limit themselves to the teaching of individuals they thin of as wise but to rely on learning from God.  By focussing on the teaching of certain individuals Christians in Corinth are missing out.  God makes everything available to his church for it to learn and grow.  Everything belongs to God and through Christ He makes it available to his church (v20-23).

Servants Judged by God 4:1-5

Having talked about the attitude of people in the church towards growing in faith, Paul returns to the subject of God’s fellow workers.

In verses 1 and 2 Paul states that God’s fellow workers should be viewed, as servants of Christ and as people entrusted with Christian truth.  Paul uses the comparison with a trusted domestic servant, who would be expected to take responsibility for aspects of a household.  Just as a servant has to prove he is faithful through how he serves, God’s fellow workers prove themselves faithful by passing on the truth they have received.

Paul instructs the Corinthians not to judge God’s fellow workers but to leave it to God who knows all.  God judges whether people pass-on what they have received, no-one else can judge.  Even self judgement is fallible and in any case, judging hinders the ability to grow in faith (v3,4).

“Therefore”, Paul starts verse 5 people in the church should not judge teachers but wait until God judges.  God will reveal the truth and expose people’s motives.  God will reward the teacher who is faithful.

In summary

God gives individuals tasks to build his church – they provide the material, but God makes the people in the church grow.  The work of God’s fellow workers will vary in quality; on the day of judgment God will judge each worker’s work and will reward those who have done well.  Judgment in advance by people and even self-judgment is not a substitute for God doing so, it also hinders individual growth in faith.  Beyond poor teaching comes false teaching, being holy and just, God will destroy those who teach falsehood which destroys his church.  People in church also have to help themselves, they need a humble attitude to learning and the faith to rely on God.

**************************************************

1. Does Christ Church, Dore belong to us or to God?  How can we demonstrate what we believe?

2. How can we be God’s fellow workers and help Christ Church to grow?

3. As individuals how can we ensure we have the right attitude to be able to grow?

4. God changes individual’s hearts, we communicate truth – how can this help us when we meet together in church, in house groups, etc?

5. There is no limit to what we can learn of God – how much more would you like to learn?

