1 Corinthians (8): 6.12-20 Honouring God

Freedom! The cry can conjure up many different images from that of a butterfly escaping from a chrysalis to the longing for political/economic deliverance expressed in graffiti. 'Freedom!', was a cry of the church in Corinth: 'Jesus has forgiven us & given us a new kind life; we are no longer bound by the old ways, the whole world lies before us and we can behave exactly as we choose, do just what like.' The slogan 'Everything is permissible for me' was bandied about.

Paul had to say, 'Now wait a minute. Christian freedom is not the same as licence, it does not mean we can behave any way we like; it means we are free to honour God. You say you are free to do all things; I tell you that is fine as long as what you do honours God.'

He goes on to make 4 points about real Christian freedom

Freedom as a Christian means that:

Not all behaviour is helpful



6.12

· The Christian message of good news is that Jesus has done away with the law – but only in the sense that trying to obey the law is not the way to get right with God. There is nothing about the Christian having all standards abolished or being free to ignore what God says.

· If we look at the world around us it is clear that freedom from slavery of one kind often one becomes slavery of a different kind: e.g. at revolutions a new tyranny often emerges (consider the outcomes of some coups in Africa or the way in which the initial results of the French Revolution were far from 'liberty, equality and brotherhood').

· To be dominated by human appetites is actually to be a slave rather than to enjoy freedom.

· The Christian life is not something private that just happens inside me, it shows itself in my public behaviour – if I practise things that do not fit with what God says, then my whole life will stray away from God.

I am Jesus' servant and I belong to Him

6.13, 20

· To buy is to transfer ownership from one master to another. Because of what Jesus has done, God now owns the Christian.

· In the first century Roman empire, what it meant to be a slave depended first and foremost on the lord concerned – their character/attitude & the status/role they gave to a slave.

· Paradoxically, true freedom is discovered through serving: (cf the prayer in Mattins that says, 'whose service is perfect freedom'. 

· Cf the promises in a church wedding: for better, for worse, ...all that I have I give to you, all that I am I share with you. If these promises were honoured more fully then far fewer marriages would break down/run into trouble.

My body, mind and spirit belong together

 6.13,17

The body, like the spirit and the mind, is meant for the Lord

· I cannot divorce what I do with my body from the rest of me: what I do with my body affects my mind and spirit.

· This is particularly true in the sexual realm – sexual intimacy is intended for the most intimate & permanent of human relationships – creates one flesh.

· The body is the earliest gift of our Creator to us – to be used in way that shows our gratitude (so we are to shun both license & extreme asceticism).

The Holy Spirit lives in me



6.19

· We are a real mixture - different coloured skin, hair colour/quantity, height, clothes – but inside we all have hearts/lungs/bones/muscles/etc.

· Once we start to follow Jesus, the Spirit of Jesus comes & lives within us. We could think of our bodies as a jewellery box intended to keep the treasure safe inside; or we could think of them as a picture frame designed to show off the picture rather than drawing attention to itself. 

· Paul tells each Christian: Live as the new person you really & truly are because of the fact that God has changed you: there was a time when you were not the temple of the Holy Spirit, but now you are!

· The goal of the public, everyday life of the Christian (who has been bought by Jesus' death) is to show the glory of God.

Drawing the threads together there are two complementary ways in which we might apply the thrust of the passage: the first concerns the relationship of the church to those outside or on the fringe of its membership; the second concerns the relationships between church members.

a) God chooses to let the world see Jesus through the church – what does the world see? 

    God chooses to let the people of Dore see Jesus through his church in Dore – what do the people of Dore   

    see?

b) If the Holy Spirit is truly living in my Christian brother/sister, what does that tell me about how I should treat

    him/her?

*******************************************

1. How would you explain the 'freedom' that God has given you through Jesus? How different is this from your being given permission to do whatever you like?

2. In what ways does your own experience illustrate the fact that God's 'service is perfect freedom'?

3. 'Our bodies are to be used in ways that show gratitude to our Creator who has given them to us.' What might this mean in practice? 

4. Are you comfortable or uncomfortable with thinking of yourself as being owned by God? Explain the reasons for your answer.

5. If the media are to be believed, many (most?) of the younger generations regard sleeping around as a perfectly acceptable norm. On what grounds would you want to disagree with those who argue that sexual intimacy is a purely physical attraction and that it can be enjoyed without any effect on our mental or spiritual well-being?

6. How far do you think what the Bible says about sexual morality is binding on Christians today? Give your reasons.

7. In what kinds of ways do you think there need to be changes in the church in Dore so that others can see Jesus more clearly? How do you think these changes can happen? 

8. If all your fellow church members are temples in whom God the Holy Spirit lives, in what ways does your behaviour/attitude towards (some of) them need to change?

