Dear supporters,

News from the last few months has been almost exclusively dominated by the summer outreach. Three very different but equally fun teams of between 35 and 45 came to join us for several weeks at a time over 7 weeks.  Altogether there were 99 team members, about half were British and the other half came from many different countries – Thailand, Peru, India, Dubai (praise God for granting 8 out of 10 visas, including one for our team leader!), France, Italy and Russia to name a few!
An Albanian MP learning English and a Korean student who walked from Heathrow to Cambridge were among some of the many interesting people we met this summer at Andy’s and Harry’s cafes!

There were many highlights during the Andy’s and Harry’s summer cafes.  Chocolate fondue, games, table tennis, cheap icecream and pancakes were regularly on the cards. One evening our guests attempted Scottish dancing and racked their brains at Rabbie Burns’ poetry before trying Haggis and Irn Bru. Another evening they were trying to master Indian dancing. In the afternoons many traditional Cambridge activities were enjoyed – punting, college tours, croquet, afternoon tea while others enjoyed volleyball, Frisbee and football on Parkers Piece.  Local musicans and bands came to perform on Friday evenings at Andy’s.  One of the particularly special evenings was the international talent evening.  We had music from Russia, a Rubiks Cube demo from China and an Omani national costume was showcased.  What a creative and wonderful world we live in!

We met many students from the Arabian peninsular, particularly from Saudi Arabia and Oman. The Sadiqi subteam who were focusing on reaching out to muslims, met a group of Lybian men and on a separate occasion met a group of Lybian women who turned out to be the men’s wives! In the cafes and in the afternoons we met people from most European countries, some Asian countries and some American countries. Perhaps some of them we have already forgotten, but that’s OK because God knows who they were, and in his mercy He gave them a chance to taste something of himself through his ambassadors in Cambridge this summer
Among those international folk we got to know were several who were really hungry for God.  They met team members regularly to read God’s word, either in the evening cafes or during quieter afternoon sessions. J and E from China, J from Korea, M from Spain were some of those who seemed to be moving forward in their understanding of the gospel. We rejoice that we now have two new brothers – a Burundian and a German brother. The German student had said shortly before he put his trust in Jesus how he felt that meeting people at Andy’s may have changed his life! Wow! 
The team members also learnt a lot during this time. One team member who came from Dubai already with experience of sharing the gospel in a muslim context exclaimed one afternoon that he’d learnt so much more about sharing the gospel with muslims on CIO than at any other time, even in Dubai! 

What else has been going on?

Aside from CIO, I managed to meet up with my friend So Hyang who was in UK for a short visit after a year back home in Korea. It was lovely just to spend some time with her. She knows that she’s left the question of following Jesus hanging – but I thank God that she knows who to talk to when God moves her to be more serious about Him. Pray with me that this will be soon.

I’ve also been able to meet up a little with a Czech and a Slovak friend. I pray that they see Jesus in me. Another friend from Japan has just gone back home, and I was able to go to her goodbye meal. 

At the start of July three Chinese friends were baptized – they had all studied the Visa course and have been real encouragements to us. Pray for them as they keep growing in their Christian life and settle back into China – pray that they’d settle into good churches and would be able to serve and share the gospel with their friends back home!

A friend gave me a special card that meant I could go canoeing/punting/kayaking for free on the quieter side of the river up to Grantchester, – this has been great for spending time doing something special with some of the different girls I know, especially my friends from Hungary, Slovakia and Quebec. 
Coming up:

I’m helping out at the Reach Volunteers Orientation week from 6-10 September – pray that the seminars I give would be helpful and that I’d be a friendly leader and able to encourage the new volunteers!

The Barn café (Thursday evenings) has restarted – pray for good attendance and people to come regularly. Please also pray for a few new team members. 

The next Visa course will start on 28th September – pray that many people will sign up and will understand the gospel. We have a big venue, and it would be great to have 3 discussion groups going. We also will need at least one more discussion group leader, as well as the usual meals and lifts provided, and people to give the talks. 
Harry’s café will restart on 8th October. The café needs more helpers and two team to join the leadership team. Please pray for God to provide the right people. 
Pray for the new Reach Volunteers working with us – Valentina from Italy, Paulina from Slovakia and Helen from UK. I’ll be working most closely with Helen and Paulina. Please pray that I’d build good relationships with them.

I plan to have a few days holiday in September and two weeks in October. Thank God for the possibility of holidays! Please pray for deep refreshment in these times, and that even before and also after, I would find my rest and refreshment in God, and would cultivate good times reading His Word, listening to Him and talking to him. 

I’d appreciate your wisdom for working out how best to encourage and support internationals at church. The things we tried last year didn’t seem to take off, and it is hard to keep on persevering when we’re not sure if what we’re doing is the right thing. 

With love from Jenny!
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