1 Corinthians (13): 10.14—11.1 

Worship – Our Concern for Others

Having talked about the past & the Corinthian Christians' need to learn from it as they stand in succession to Israel of Old Testament times, Paul now turns to the present & points out that they are not to be independent of other Christians in Corinth (10.24). He illustrates this in 4 ways: Communion, Commitment, Concern & Conduct 

a) Our Communion links us with one another



10.14-17

In chapter 11 he will develop further what he says about Communion: for now we note that to share in Communion is something much deeper than merely receiving a piece of bread & a sip of wine 

· It is an actual sharing in Christ – sharing in the benefits that come from His death and a pledge of loyalty (so that to participate in a different 'way' is treachery); it is also to receive Christ's pledge of loyalty

· All who share are linked with one another through Christ. So Communion binds us with others who share in the same way & marks us out as a family: this affects how we relate to others and our responsibilities to them.

b) Our Commitment forbids us to have a foot in two camps

10.18-22

Paul has been talking about how loyalty to Christ is built in to communion. Now he moves on to talk about idols: the Christian has an exclusive relationship with Christ, hence idolatry should be out of the question for the Christian: beware playing fast & loose with our loyalty to Christ

Some said, “It doesn't really matter what we do, because an idol is nothing, not what the worshipper believes it to be, so it can't hurt us.”

Paul makes 2 points in opposition: 

· To argue that idols have no real existence and so can do no real harm is a philosophical/theological point: but remember the pastoral point – people's perceptions differ and matter; if we are concerned for others we cannot sweep their opinions/feelings aside as though they were of no matter.

 
From the pastoral point of view, for the Christian to indulge in idolatry is to try to travel in 2 different 
directions at once – incompatible with our faith and confusing//misleading to others.

· Other worship robs the living God of the glory due to Him, and directs human attention to one who is less than the true God

c) Our Concern for others is Paramount




10.23-30

The issue raised concerned eating meat that had been offered in sacrifice (this was true of much of the meat on sale in the meat market). [Jews made searching enquiry before eating, Paul says that there was no such need for the Christian who could eat anything unless there was good reason not to since the world and everything in it had been made by God.] 

11.24 contains the key theme of building up the Christian community: concern for the well-being of the other (cf 8.1 knowledge inflates, love builds up)

Something may be strictly 'permissible' but we are to consider the influence it will have on others. ”The freedom of the Christian is freedom to play a part in building up community.”

We are to lay no stumbling block – either by making it difficult for others to believe or by making them fall from faith – our prime concern is to win people for Christ.

The unity of the Christian body can only be adequately expressed in love. My love for a Christian brother or sister, however tiresome he or she may be, must involve respect for their scruples.

We are not seeking personal benefit but the good of others. In today's society such a concern may go down like a lead balloon, but we are still called to show it!!

Paul does not thump out his argument but qualifies & redirects the points that the Corinthians have made. He respects both sides of the argument, asking how helpful it is to live on the basis of the point each is making and whether or not it builds others up.

The particular issue of meat bought in the market is not an issue for us. We need to draw out contemporary issues where similar principles might apply: perhaps the use of lottery money, for some the drinking of alcohol. 

d) Our Conduct is to be a Signpost to God



10.31—11.1

In 11.33 Paul is taking about trying to please everybody in order to win people for Christ, not in order to keep the peace, curry favour, dodge persecution, etc

When 1 Corinthians was written there were no gospels available, just a collection of material about Jesus. The Corinthians know Paul's own imitation of Christ from their first-hand experience: he is obviously talking about the pattern and tenor of his life as a general model, not its precise details.

We are to point to Christ through our lives and our lifestyles as well as through our words – how far do see our lifestyles as part of our strategy for mission, witness and evangelism? Living for the glory of God requires that I do not cause others to trip up unnecessarily.

To reflect on how Jesus lived & endeavour to emulate this is not to be seen as something totally unrealistic & impractical. After all, as Christians we have the Spirit of God available to us !

*****************************************

1. ”How far do you think of a Communion service as just linking you with Christ and how far as also linking you with other Christians? How does this affect your relationships with other Christians?

2. Make a list of contemporary idols you are aware of. Which do you think are most dangerous for you personally?

3. How far is it possible to try to live as a Christian in some areas of our lives but with different values in others? Does your answer have any implications for the way you live?

4. “Our age emphasises the individual; we should go with that trend and not try to recover a bygone sense of community.” What would you want to say to this kind of statement? What do you think Paul might say about it?

5. Do you think that concern for others should really shape our lives as much as Paul suggests? Is it practical in today's world?

6. Your life speaks so loudly that I can't hear what you are saying.” What things will help our lives match more closely what we say about Jesus?

