Reaching Internationals 

in Cambridge

January 2011
Dear friends, a friend encouraged me to give you a flavour of my work by describing a ‘week in the life of’. Of course, each week is quite different from the previous one, but hopefully you’ll get an idea of the things that keep me busy and will know better how to pray for me!

Firstly, a catch up on some of the bigger events since the December letter.

· Christmas holiday – 14 great days with my family! A great time of rest and refreshment.

· CICCU houseparty – 4 days hanging out with Christian undergraduates, encouraging them, reminding them to look out for the international students around them, and getting muddy.

· Friends International conference – 5 days with the staff and affiliates from across the UK – a time to learn and share together.

The week, part 1

Wednesday

8am
Harry’s Prayer meeting

*pick up Chinese lanterns we’re borrowing to decorate the Barn this week. 

* planning and organisation jobs

2pm Skype call with Miki in Japan

* continue with email jobs

Thursday

Shop and cook for team lunch

12.30-4pm FI Cambridge team at my house for Bible study, lunch, sharing news, planning and praying together

6.30 meet evangelistic Bible discussion leaders to go over the study during the evening 

* set up the Barn, put up Chinese New Year decorations

7.45 The Barn opens – games, snacks and Chinese music. 

10.30 The Barn finishes – time to pray and tidy up
Although Harry’s team leadership looked uncertain for some time, things seem to be falling into place, although a lot of things feel like they’re only just about in place! Pray that God uses and grows the team. Wednesday morning prayer times are encouraging and a helpful way for me to support the team. 
It’s so important to stay in touch with friends who’ve gone back home. Miki doesn’t seem to have any contact with Christians now except me. Please pray she’ll want to know Jesus. 

‘For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea’
We’ve been studying Habakkuk as a team. It’s a challenging book. 

This verse (2:14) stuck out to us last week and encouraged us. God will be glorifed, and glorified in all the earth!! 
The Barn has been very busy the last few weeks, with 50 – 60 guests each time. It’s a great encouragement – but a challenge to ensure each guest has a chance to build a meaningful conversation with a team member.  

Please pray especially from Mohammad from Saudi Arabia who went to the Bible discussion last week, but is moving to Oxford. He was keen to find similar opportunities. We’ve found a good contact for him – pray that he’ll take it up. 
It’s great to visit Monika and Anita occasionally. I hope I can encourage them to keep seeking God! Anita was one in December and already toddling around.
Planning, organization and emails take a big chunk of my time, especially between other fixed meetings and activities; I don’t always find it easy! Please pray that I can keep focused when there seems a lot to do.  At the moment there are a lot of jobs to get on with to prepare for the summer outreach (CIO) and for the Barn holiday to Cornwall. Pray especially for leaders for CIO. 
The week, part 2

Friday

*Planning, e-mailing, organising etc
4.30-7pm  Harry’s café – meeting Fruzsi there.  
Saturday
  Day off!

Sunday

10.45 Meet Ming and Lorena for church.

1pm International lunch with 6 others from church

3.30 meet Helen and Valentina to plan the weekend away

Monday

10.30 – 3.30 run sessions with a group of students from London School of Theology learning about Friends International.
4pm meet Ayet and Leila for coffee

6.10 meet Jaewon for supper

Tuesday

10.30 - 1.30 Helen comes for a supervision till 1.30
* prepare evangelistic Bible study for the Barn
3.30 meet international accommodation officer at  local College.

6pm pick 3 girls up and drive them to the Visa course

I met Ming in October at the train station. She came to the Barn and joined some Bible studies before she was swamped by work. I hadn’t seen her for two months, but she got back in touch and has been keen to meet up several times, even coming with me to church, which was different to her expectations.  Pray she’ll start asking questions and that we could study the Bible together soon. 
I had a great conversation with Fruzsi from Hungary before Christmas, based around how we shape our priorities. Pray that we’ll find time to chat further, and she’d realise that Jesus isn’t just a religion to me, but a real person she can know too
Our relationship with the different colleges and language schools is really important, so that they continue to see the benefit of what we do and encourage their students to come along. I’ll be meeting up with someone it would be good to build a good relationship with – pray that we’d have a positive meeting. Thank God for the Christian language teachers who invite their students (or even come with them) to the cafes. 
I’ve been so excited to get to know Ayet and Leila – French twins, whose verdict on the Barn and Harry’s was ‘supercool’. Yes, the French really do say that! They are from an Algerian French family.  Pray they’ll recognise the fragrance of Jesus in us and be hungry to know God personally. 
The Visa course has had an encouraging start, with about 18 people attending. It means we’ve had to look for extra group leaders – a welcome challenge! 

Members of Visa and friends from the Barn will visit my church in Dore for a weekend, with chances to deepen friendship as well as to discuss either the Bible or thought-provoking topics. Please pray for a fun and thoughtful time. 
It’s been encouraging to meet various new internationals coming to church fairly regularly, but a challenge to help them integrate and grow, or respond to the gospel if they’re not yet Christians. Do pray for that. I was very encouraged that Chiou and Choong, two longstanding internationals at church have been eager to help me out with the teas and coffees after church. Serving is such an important part of belonging to a church! Chiou has also recently joined a homegroup. Praise God! 

Through the Christmas choir we made some significant new contacts – in particular Soya from Japan, who has now joined the Visa course and is eager to learn more from the Bible! 

A group of students from Shanghai were in Cambridge recently. We organised a ceilidh for them – apparently their favourite organised activity! We also had a number of great conversations with them, and Lisa and Janet attended a church service and were really touched by it. 

Coming up:

* 11 – 13 Feb
Visa and Barn weekend away in Dore, Sheffield

* 14th Feb
Barn team meeting – training, planning, time to get to know each other better

* 16th Feb
First CIO committee meeting of 2011

* 4th Mar
Friends International Cambridge prayer meeting in the evening (do come if you can – email for details)

* 12th Mar
Training day in London. I’m running a session on leading ‘Evangelistic Bible Studies’

